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13 dumbo a brooklyn neighborhood goes from a wasteland to an urban wonderland.html#loopl

Dumbao's Brookiys Bridge
Park affers scenic views
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The Gair Bulldings, once a
manufacturing site for cardboard
boxes, reflect the neighborhood's
industrial past

pearheaded by Two Trees Real
Estate, the Brooklyn neighbor-
hesod of Dumbe could wind up be
ing the most successfully executed
Mew York City real estate vision of
the first half of the 215t century
Filteen years ago, ariista in work-live
fofts reported packs of wild dogs roam
tng the sireels; they also complained of
having thetr fingers mangled by plastic
bags carrying groceries over 4 mile home
Thee purks were weed Helds, Ground-[loor
upholserers were leading retatbers, A dive
bar catered (o bocal factory workers
Dumbo after dark was such o waste
lund that the mob dumped bodies theee
Chre Il'ﬁlltl.'l'll rl'.":llll'l“hl!r\ i'lli W l":' }pll!
ting o decupitated head. fust after Sept
L1, 2000, 1 savw growps of homeless peaple
surrcund trash-can fires (o stay warm
Today. the nrea, officially called Down
Under the Manhattan Bridpe Overpass, is
an afffuend nnd safi-enclave with o small
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town feel Henovated lofis fill warehouse
buildings thal once were the home of the
largest cardboard munufscturing compa-
my i the United States

Civil War-vre spice and tobacen stor
age fweilities hobd art galleries, restaurants
and event spaces Digital media, graphic
design and furniture manufiecturmg com-
panbes snap up commercial space

Run by [ather and son David ond fed
Walentas, Two Trees owns approximate
I 5 millen of the 4 milllon lots) syuare
feet dn this 1iny watorfrom :|ﬂgt|.'|_1urh||n;|d
unring direety ol the Moanhaltan skylime

goes from a wasteland
to an urban wonderland

I the 1930, David, an early SoHo lafi
converter, purchased most of the property
from the Helmgley Organization . His first
loft bullding, was One Main Streel, a con
dominium, in 1998

A retail strategy ploced art galleries, de
sign companies and mam-and-pog Stores
instreet-level spoces, Mational chuinawere
nut encouraged (n their buildings The
resull 15 & less-structured urban answer (o
Celebration, Fla. Wali Disney's Orlando
living experiment where neighborhood
and Amertcana camae firsd

In Druamibeo, the Wilentas have provided
asimifar mod o an urban uopis, emphs
saping art, bl lving, creativity, cultur
and COTIILLN Y Cnesbedroom lofts rem
for $3 400 and (hree-bedroom with Man
hattan views go for more than 5 million
Jed Walentas, in hiz mid 305, handles
sl of The Thumbda day-to-day decisions
for Twin Trecs
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First Thursdays
From top, a gallery at 111
Fromt 5t.; Rabbit Hole Studios

exhibits in a moving-company

truck, and Two Trees' Zannah
Mass at VIl Phote Agency

Clonfinued from previous page

“In- our wildest dreams, we never
thought it wouold become this unique,”
says Wilentas. “The long-term vision was
to create a neighborhood Two overrid-
ing concerns shaped that ides: One, we
wanted it to be o quality plice, to do I
right, with well-built converted lofis. The
other was 10 keep the artistic character
{hat was already there, and do things 1o
complemeni and embrace thal cultore
Pulling interesting retadl added value to
the neighborhood. We were never build
ing a shopping center.”

Photographer Richard Gary and his
wifle, Penny, moved to one of the first
available rental units at 81 Washington
12 years ago. Their 1,250-square-fool loft
has a greal room with an open kitchen
and 8 bedroom down a hallwey Wooden
columns glve it an edge. Industrial lights
hamg above the kitchen jsland

Giary, who does artistic and commercial
work, is as much a part of this neighbor
hood k2 anvone People call his name on
the sireef. More than one-guarter of his
clients are Dumba-based

"Dumbo is so small that you can’t help
butl ses people at the supermarket, dry
cleaner or walking around,” says Gary,
who moved from Brooklyn Heights after
coming from Newport News, Va "This is
us much u smull town 1s where we came
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from in Virginia™

His wife wias stunned by the sheer size
of their apartment

“When | walked in here 10 look,” she
says, “it was (he biggest New York apart-
el [ had ever scen ™

otheby's  International  Realty
broker Karen Heyman has been
selling Dumbe apartments since
they became available At the
Clockiower Building al One
Main 51, also titled the Walentas Bulld-
ing, Heyman has shown an $85 mil-
lion apartmeni to several A-list buyers

She also has a 3,300-square-foot fisting
at the building for £3.3 million

AL 70 Washington, Heyman sold world-
cluss deejay Victor Calderone's apartment
in 26 days Designed by Calderone’s wile,
Athena, the penthouse with a large out-
door terrnce sold for $3.85 million.

“Loft buyers love the wide-open spaces,
says Heyman “Dumbo has & great home-
town feeling. 10's like living (o s small town
in Ohio only six minutes from Manhattan
These large lofts are like townhouse living
but oot vertical The Clocktower hos the
largest [ootprints in Dumbao

Vibrant yel dead at times, Dumbo (s

aboul contrasts. Industrial and urban, i
has & laid-back pace all its vwn. You feel
it &3 soon as you ascend from the F train
at York and Jay 5t just an 18-minute
ride from W. Fourth St The world slows
down; smaller crowds mean fewer hassles

You never walt on line at a dell or book
store, With only eight residential build-
ings. the populstion hovers around 4,000
people. On weekends, because of the
parks, views and galleries, there are more
tourists than locals. A school is coming
us congtruction staris on new resedential
buildings.

Architectinrally, it s stumning without
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bewmng cast-iron like SoHo Walking un
der the hulking structures ai the base of
ihe Manhattan Bridge is like being at one
with g city in constant motion. The sub
wiry can be heard ambling on the bridge
shove. Cars sound like ocenn waves
Vistas show the waterfrong, the Brook-
lyn Bridge and architectural angles that
change from dusk (o dawn, Cobblestone
streets lead to passageways Public an
projects are as much o part of the strects
as the familbes and artists who live there
First Thursdays, o neighborhood-wide
art event that leatures work at particl-
pating local galleries, turns Dumbo o

Penmy and Richard Gary
Teel right at home in thoir
humongeus Dumbo rental

one gant art gallery. 1t take place the first
Thursday of each monh, Twn Trees, which
sponsored the event, employs a staff per

sul Lo plan, exeeute and oversiee cullural
miliatives, philanthropy, event marketing

and neighborbood communbeations

annah Mass, who worked in the
nelghborhood as general manager
at St Ann's Warchouse, has had
the job Tor almost four vears. 11 is
thic gnly i-.r- | Maive seen crealed I"!I
a real estate company to consistently en
hance an area and ensure positive local
relations between a developer and a com

Sotheby's Karew Meyman sold this befl
at 70 Washington St. for $3.85 milllon

munity where it is so heavily invesied

“Without this, the neighborhood woulkd
nidt be 55 vibrant and altractive to buyers,
renters, galleries, retailers o businesses "
says Mass, who also vets the gallery ten-
ants i Two Trees commercial bulldings

Pwo Trees donaies space (o nonprofis
such as the Dumbo Art Collective and
Smack Mellon pallery to operate remt
free. Mass says, “Dumbo shows vigion
and proves philanthropy and profit can
ko together

She is also planning the Dumba Arts
Festival {Sept. 24-26), which Two Trees
sponsors: besides visual art. it will com

bine music, dance, childrens events
readings, kod and street performance
"1t will be a feast for the senses,” sayvy
Mass, a Brooklyn convert alter being born
and raised on the upper West Side “A
visually stunning, high-energy extrava
ganze Kids ond adults will be wmazed
Business owners and residents coung
on these gvents Lo showease the noigh
borhood ' Superfine on Front St, @
neighborhood bar and restaurant seev
Ing organlc produce and meats, has
been around lor more than = decade
Owned by three lueal wriists. wll
wointen,  Superfine has & 53 nightly
beer and frec games of pool. Arl in
stullations always cover the walls
Orwner Tanya Bynd first came (o Dumbo
over 15 years dago on o mission 1o find &
prop for o Blm she was working on
"‘Dumba was the only place in New
York | could see a horizon line,”™ savs
Rynd, a puinter who lived in Sunta Fe be
lore Mew York. "It remindied me of New
Mexico with open space and not o big
population. We opened (his place because
we were Heed of h;|.-.'|J1E_' nowhere good Lo
cat or hang out, We want o stay accessible
for everyone
Az moach ag anwv (|[|||'r \t.'w 5||rk lf_'||:|.'
neighborhiood, the future of Tumbo secms
clear. It will remain safe, affluent, pricey
astuundingly beavtiful, artsy and atirac
tive 1o upscale buyers and young fumilics
While some fear the next wave could
push the artison crowd oot and tha
escaliting prices will thwart diversity
Twa Trecs and other building owners are
commitied to keeping Dumbo at the fore
Ut of crvative Mew York
“This neighbarhood 15 about value for
the people who work and live there,” says
Walentas. “We may have gotten popela
by attracting people wnd businesses priced
out of Manhottan, but not anymore. Now,
it's for people who wanlt to be here



